
Spring-Ford Youth Basketball League 

Travel Basketball – 2016/2017 Season 
 

What is travel basketball?  

Spring-Ford Youth Basketball League’s (SFYBL) travel basketball program offers players living within Spring-

Ford Area School District (SFASD) boundaries a chance to play competitive basketball against players from 

South Eastern PA area.  Teams are based on age (and grade) and are available for ages 8-13 years old (BOYS- 

Grade 3-8) and for ages 9-13 years old (GIRLS-grade 4-8).  Tryouts for each age group are held in late 

September and October and once the teams are selected/formed they start practice shortly thereafter.  Games 

start at the end of November/beginning of December with homes games played in one of the  

SFASD schools and away games are played up to two hour s away from the Spring-Ford Area.  Most practices 

are held during the week while the majority of games are played on the weekend (however there are some 

occasional weeknight games)   All SFYBL travel basketball teams play in the Inter-County Basketball 

Association (ICBA). Parents are responsible for providing transportation for their child to practices and games. 

 

Why tryout/play travel basketball? 

Travel basketball is for players who are committed to taking their game to the next level by learning advanced 

basketball skills and playing against very good competition.  Travel basketball is not only meant to be fun, but 

also a great learning experience. 

 

What commitment is required of a player? 

Players are required to attend all practices and games.  The SFYBL travel basketball team is expected to be your 

child’s #1 priority.  It is unacceptable to miss a travel practice or game for any other outside sport related 

commitment regardless of the reason.  If your child is going to miss or be late for practice or games due to 

school related functions/obligations, illness or other family reasons, it is your responsibility to advise the Coach 

prior to the absence if at all possible. 

 

Due to the size of our league, gym time is very limited and we do not have much flexibility in scheduling.  

While we appreciated that you r child may have other outside interests and obligations, we must insist on 

accepting only those children who are able to make the full commitment to the travel team.  For that reason, we 

are not able to offer “conflict nights” as is done in the recreation league. 

 

Since our volunteer coaches are very committed to coaching their respective team, we ask that players and their 

parents are also committed to the team and support their team in the most positive way.  Any behavior that is 

considered inappropriate will not be tolerated and could lead to dismissal from the team and SFYBL. 

 

Our travel teams generally practice two times per week from November through February, with the season 

ending in early to mid-March.  Teams typically participate in 2-3 tournaments and league play consists of 12 

regular season games with possible league playoffs.  Each team is allotted a tournament budget; any costs in 

excess of the budget are the responsibility of the individual team.  SFYBL traditionally hosts a tournament 

during President’s Day weekend.  Travel parents are required to assist the league in running this tournament and 

will be scheduled to work the tournament by the Tournament Committee.  

 

What will it cost to play SFYAL travel basketball?  And what does that cover? 

Besides the normal registration cost, each player that makes a travel team will be required to pay an additional 

fee at the uniform fitting with total cost ranging between $230-$270.  The total fee covers ICBA league fees, 

tournament fees, referee fees, gym fees, and team apparel, and equipment costs (basketballs, scorebooks, 

medical supplies, etc.).  Anything additional that a team decides to purchase (i.e. extra tournament) would be 

the responsibility of that particular team and not SFYBL.  A team may not participate in any games or 

tournaments that are not pre-approved by the Travel Director.  The Total Fee will be determined by time the 

travel teams are announced. 

 

 



How do travel basketball tryouts work and when will the players find out if they made the travel team or 

not? 

 Your child’s specific tryout dates are found on the website.  A committee of coaches will evaluate the players 

in each age group during the tryouts.  Teams will then be selected and then posted on the Web Site after the 

teams have been confirmed.  While it is not mandatory that your child participates in each of the tryouts, it is 

recommend that they attend each of the tryout sessions if possible, but no less than 2.  In some age groups, cuts 

may be made at the conclusion of the second tryout at the discretion of the Travel Director and Evaluation 

Committee.  The League reserves the right to deny participation in tryouts in the event we believe that a child 

has an injury/condition that may cause harm to that child or other children participating in tryouts. 

 

What if a player tries out for travel basketball and does not make the team or decides not to play travel 

basketball? 

The player is then assigned to SFYBL recreational basketball league.   

 

What do I do if I have a concern or complaint about my child’s coach:  If during the course of a season, you 

have an issue with your child’s coach; it is recommended that you wait 24 hours after the game or event and 

discuss the matter directly with the coach.  If you are unable to or do not feel comfortable in addressing the 

issue directly with the coach you may contact Bill Dengler, Director of Travel or the Assistant Director of 

Travel.  Their contact information is posted on the web site.   

 

Coaching Evaluations:  Each year you may be asked to respond to a survey regarding your child’s travel 

experience.  The surveys will be one tool used to improve our coaching staffs and in the evaluation of the 

coaches.  Please note that our coaches are required to have current state mandated background checks and also 

receive instruction from the Positive Coaching Alliance (PCA). 

 

What do I do if I want to volunteer to Coach?  Please indicate your willingness to assist on your child’s 

registration.  All coaches are required to undergo a background check and additional training as may be required 

by the Board of Directors.  The Travel Director will conduct reviews of the current coaching assignments and 

make recommendations to the board with respect to open coaching positions.  Generally, interviews will be 

conducted for “open” positions. 

 

   

 

I/We have read and understand the Spring-Ford Youth Basketball League’s 2016/2017 Travel Guidelines and 

agree to the requirements set forth therein. 

 

 

 

 

Child’s Name (Printed) 

 

 

___________________________________ 

 Parent Signature 

  

 

 

__________________________________ 

Parent Signature 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

Team  (G/B)  (Age Group)   (A/B) 


